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Merrill, WI - October 19th, 2005-   Merrill Federal Savings and Loan (Merrill Federal S&L), the Merrill Noon Optimists and SafeAssured Identification solutions are partnering to bring Merrill families the most complete youth identification solution available.  Merrill Federal has provided the funding to make available the SafeAssured ID kit for every youth in Merrill.  
To date close to 1,500 Merrill students have been enrolled in the SafeAssured ID program.  Meaghan Cotter of SafeAssured noted that about 70 percent of Merrill youth are taking advantage of the program, which is a good number compared to other communities where SafeAssured has done ID’s.  

“Parents have been overwhelmingly appreciative of this tool,”  said Carrie Cordova, project coordinator for Merrill Federal S&L.  “It gives peace of mind that you have this information available at a moments notice.”
Merrill Federal S&L’s Mark Zulliger added, “We’re investing in the safety of children.  This is something that we hope is never used.”

The SafeAssured solution provides families with a mini-CD which captures physical characteristics and video footage that can be provided to law enforcement within moments of a disappearance.  The CD contains streaming video, digital voiceprint, a digital photograph, a full set of digitally scanned fingerprints and general physical information.  

SafeAssured and Merrill Federal S&L staff have been working their way through the Merrill schools, enrolling children in the program.  Last week, they were at St. Francis Xavier Catholic School and will be at Prarie River Middle School for the next two weeks, and then on to Head Start Nov. 7-8 and Merrill High School starting Nov. 9.  While most parents with young children can see the value of an ID program, it is actually the older children that are most at risk, Cotter said.  Statistics show that the highest risk of abduction is for 14-year old girls.  Fifteen-year-old boys are also high on the list. 
Outside of the school and day care enrollment sessions, Merrill Federal S&L is also holding open enrollments at the bank.  Four bank employees have been trained to operate the system that creates the SafeAssured ID’s.
“We’ve been doing it somewhere every day,” Cordova said.  “If not at the schools, we’ve been having open enrollments at the bank.”

Cotter thanked Merrill Federal S&L for their contributions in bringing the program to Merrill.  

“We’ve had great support and we owe it all to Merrill Federal Saving & Loan,” she said.  “Without them none of this would have been possible.”
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